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Off-campus housing on 52nd, Pierce receives approval by Allendale Township
By Anya Zentmeyer
GVL News Editor

After several years of postponement and
tabling, the Allendale Township Board has
approved final site plans for Allsward Terrace
student townhomes.
The 50-unit, 12.7-acre development that
will be located at 52nd Avenue and Pierce
Street has been met with heavy opposition
from
Allendale
Township
community
members in the past, prompting Allsward
Terrace project manager Jeff Vos to build
stricter lease agreements in order to have the
proposal passed.
“I believe we satisfied all of their concerns,”
Vos said. ‘‘We ended up putting into place a
lease agreement and a set of community rules

which are tailored after some existing projects
in the area. So they really aren’t much more
restrictive than what is out there now.”
Allendale Township supervisor, Jerry
Alkema, said this issue is not so much a
homeowner versus student argument as it is
simply an issue of placing a higher-density
development next to a lower-density, single
family development.
“There’s a feeling that this isn’t something
that we would have allowed,” Alkema said.
“But in the same token, we had basic approval
already; this is just a final development plan
now. The difference here between lowerdensity and higher-density is the key.”
New revisions to lease agreements and
community rules include a ban on keg beer
within the entire property, a clause to give the
owners authority to evict habitual rule-breakers

and setting parking violation amounts.
Vos views the revisions as amicable
compromises and says he would not have
made revisions that he thought were “too
cumbersome.”
“I think we’re okay,” Vos said. “And you
know what, the township, they expended quite
an effort to make sure they were doing their
job and it’s okay, that’s what they’re supposed
to.”
Design engineering and construction
permits are next on the list for Vos, which he
said could take a month or two to obtain. As
required by the township, Vos said roads and
utilities are scheduled for completion prior to
July 2012 and is aiming at total completion for
January occupancy, or a year from this coming
August if necessary.
Vos said he sees no major concerns on the
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GVL / Eric Coulter
Approved: 52nd Street and Pierce Street will serve as
the site for the new Allsward Terrace townhomes.

horizon as plans for Allsward Terrace finally
begin to materialize.
“This is significant achievement for us and
the rest of the approvals should basically be
formalities,” he said.
news @ lanthorn .com

GVL / Eric Coulter
Heavy machinery: Construction is well under way on Grand Valley State University's campus while construction workers begin securing the area around the clock tower as part of numerous renovation projects throughout campus.
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McLogan: "You bet it's a useful investment'

»GV Happenings

Administration reports GV makes $680.4
worth of economic impact on region
By Anya Zentmeyer
GVL News Editor

GVL / Katie Karulch
Thank heaven: A Grand Valley State University student celebrates his degree. More than
2,600 students walked away graduates at the April 30 commencement ceremony.
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Marked by it’s rapid growth in
enrollment and subsequent size,Grand
Valley State University is adding a few
more numbers to it’s bragging rights
following the most recent board of
trustees meeting. University officials
reported GVSU’s economic impact
on West Michigan rose to $680.4
million, a $40 million increase since
last year. In addition, the university
boasts record numbers of internships
for the 2009-2010 academic year.
“Grand Valley’s presence in West
Michigan has led to nearly threequarters of a billion dollars worth
of economic activity and more than
10.(XX) jobs in the private sector mainly in businesses that provide
goods and services to the university,”
said Matt McLogan, vice president of
public relations.
McLogan said each year Career
Services send out a survey to each
recent graduate. Survey results
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show 88 percent of recent graduates
(students that have graduated in 2009
or 2010) are employed or pursing
advanced degrees and the number of
graduates working in West Michigan
jumped from 58 percent to 76 percent
within the same year.
Rachel Becklin, assistant director
of Career Services, said the national
conversion rate from intern to
employee is about 50 percent. She said
more employees are seeing the value
of hiring student as interns, which
benefit both parties in the long run.
“They get to test an employee - it’s
almost like a three-month interview,”
Becklin said. “And the students also
get to see if it’s going to be a good fit
for them in terms of the culture or type
of work .”
6,811 GVSU students completed
internships or student teaching in the
region during the 2009-2010 academic
year, which is up 15 percent from the
previous year and reportedly saved
businesses more than $25 million.
“A lot of times those internships
will either turn into permanent
position upon graduation or might

potentially lead
to a permanent
position,” Becklin
said. “So it’s
definitely making
a very positive
impact.”
Through con
struction, officials
said 700 trade McLOGAN
and construction
jobs were created,
pumping $32 million into the econo
my in 2010 with continued worfc on
the Mary Idcma Pew Library and
Seidman Business School projects.
“What it says is that we are both
an economic anchor and an economic
engine for West Michigan," McLogan
said. “So families that send their
students here already know the value
of a Grand Valley education to their
children and others may wonder if
their tax dollars or other kinds of
support, if that’s a useful investment.
And the answer is: you bet it’s a useful
investment.”

news@ lanthom com

N

A2

(•HAND VALLEY
Grand Valley Lanthorn
Thursday, May 12, 2011

EWS

IMHMMHMi

Professor seeks support for Haitian student fund

BRIEFS!
GV NEWS

By Anya Zentmeyer
GVL News Editor

If you ask Peter Wampler,
he will tell you the students
of Haiti are not very differ
ent from the students you
might find at Grand Val
ley State University. They
write out calculus problems
on chalkboards, dream of
being engineers and spend
their Saturday afternoons
studying for big exams.
If you ask Wampler, he
will tell you the image of
Haiti depicted by the media
is not quite the same one he
spent the last few years dis
covering.
“The Haiti I’ve seen has
people that are hopeful,
people that are ambitious
Courtesy Photo / Peter Wampler
and people that are really Hope for Haiti: Grand Valley State University's Jared Kohler, Andrew Sisson, Chris Hendree and Peter Wampler are pictured above in a classroom in Haiti.
amazing,” he said. “I was
just impressed with the
fact, you know, that it’s not
that different than any high
school you have here. It’s
Because
just that they don’t have a
that's the
real clear route to get any
where else from here. “
thing - a lot
However, as an associ
ate professor of geology at
of people go
GVSU, Wampler believes
there and they
he has the tools to help Haiti
heal their land through the
do this kind of
Empowering Haiti through
Education Fund, which is
stuff, but then
still in the early stages of
they forget.
it’s creation.
Wampler,
alongside
And so I'm
GVSU admissions office's
convinced that
Chris Hendree and students
Jared Kohler and Andrew
I'm not going
Sisson, spent some time
during the month of March
to forget. n
traveling to Haiti to talk to
- Peter Wampler
students and administrators
to try to get a better grasp
Associate professor
on how to get students
ready for the still-budding
of Geology
scholarship.
“We often hear about
stories of students in U.S.
that struggle to pay for col
Courtesy Photo / Peter Wampler
lege but in Haiti, even goLaker pride: Haitian middle schoolers flash Grand Valley State University swag outside of a grade school in Haiti.
in^ to college is not really money there at all, there’s
an option,” Hendree said. j no financial aid or anything
“1 mean, there’s just no like that. So providing this opportunity for Haitian stu Haitian students every year working and they know that
dents will give those stu and when they complete it needs to change, and I
dents the skills that they their four-year degree at think they see this as a way
can use to help rebuild their GVSU - like any other in that can help them. “
He said he through his
ternational student might country. “
The Empowering Haiti they would return to Haiti visits to Haiti, he has come
through Education Fund to help the next generation to understand the promise
has two main goals. The of students. And though and ambition of the people
first goal of $30,000, which skeptics might argue that there and believes it can be
Wampler hopes will be met these students won’t return, a “place of great beauty and
promise if Haitians are em
by January, would make Wampler has faith.
“Most of the students powered with the skills and
the scholarship permanent,
but it will take $250,000 to we’ve talked to, we asked tools to make it flourish.”
Wampler recalls the day
bring the first Haitian stu them personally ‘would
you go back if you got this he and his team left a meet
dent to GVSU.
“I would like to have education?’ And almost all ing with administrators,
some of the Haitians come of them said yes,” he said. when one of the English
LESLIE ?. • COLUMBUS, OH
here and see our students “They said that they really teachers pulled him aside
have them get to know the wanted a healthy, strong and told him that he was
Haitians so they can see Haiti that can be there excited about what they
a different side of Haiti,” home. And they realize were doing - he wanted to
Wampler said. “So, I think that the only way they can be a better English teacher,
it would benefit our stu do that is to have help like he told Wampler, but there
dents and it would benefit this and bring that back to was no way he could get the
Haiti to change Haiti so it’s training.
them. It’s almost equally
“Before we left, he
not stuck in this rut of dys
beneficial on both sides. “
Ideally, he said, there function. They know that looked me in the eye and
would be a contingency of it’s dysfunctional and not he said, ‘Don’t forget about
us. Don’t go away and for
get about us.‘ I’ll always
remember that forever I
think,” Wampler said. “Be
■Bir JIMMYJOHHS.COM
cause that’s the thing - a
lot of people go there and
- Fully Furnished ■ Less than a
they do this kind of stuff,
but then they forget. And so
- 2 Blocks from
m'^e from
I’m convinced that I’m not
going
to forget. “
Rapid Stop
Downtown
Visit www.gvsu.edu/HaiCampus
ti to learn how you can help.
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House for Rent

Downtown Grand Rapids

4814 LAKE MICHIGAN DR.
616.892.2000

news® lanthorn .com

DTE Energy awards
GV $38,000 incentive
Grand Valley State
University received a
$38,000 from DTE Energy's
"Your Energy Savings"
program for it's 2010
energy conservation
projects, which campus
wide save the university
$1.4 million annually.The
incentive will help GVSU
offset energy costs.
The check was accepted
by Terry Pahl, an engineer
in facilities services at
GVSU and Tim Thimmesch,
assistant vice president
of facilities services at the
2011 Energy Conference
and Exhibition hosted by
the Engineering Society
of Detroit and DTE Energy.
Pahl and Thimmesch also
gave a presentation on
utility incentives at the
conference, which took
place in Novi, Mich, on May
10.
DTE Energy provides the
incentives to companies
participating in the "Your
Energy Savings" program
throughout the state
for their energy saving
measures, such as high
efficiency heating and
cooling equipment and
energy saving lighting.
Only one other
organization received an
incentive from DTE Energy,
Detroit Media Partnership.
Pahl said that since 2000,
GVSU has saved $1.3
million in one-time energy
saving projects.

GV students place second
at Supply Chain Challenge
A team of four Seidman
College of Business
students took second
place at the 2011 Supply
Chain Challenge April 7-8
hosted by Michigan State
University.
Advisors Ashok Kumar
and Vivek Dalela led
students Greg Rotman,
Anna Veldman, Alexandra ,
VanderMoere and
Allison Whipple through
competition against 75
participants from 16
universities state and
nation-wide.
For the competition,
MSU - along with several
other major corporations *
including Chrysler, Dow
Chemical, Flextronics, IBM
and Motorola - developed
a supply chain simulation in which students had to
decide which suppliers to
use and what modes of
transportation to use for
inbound raw materials.
Teams were measured
on total revenue, order
fulfillment, inventory returns
and profit figure.
In 2009, the GVSU team
took home second and in
2010, GVSU took first place
in the competition. Teams
from Ohio State University
took first place at the 2011 '
Supply Chain Challenge and
MSU took third.
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GVL / Eric Coulter
Under construction: Utility trucks dig into Grand Valley State University's landscape as construction of the new Mary Idema Pew Library kicks off to a running start. Library construction is scheduled for completion in spring of 2013.

Breaking ground at GV
With construction on campus underway, weather concerns arise
By Anya Zentmeyer
GVL News Editor

With construction well under way
at Grand Valley State University,
Tim
Thimmesch,
assistant
vice
president of facilities services, says
the unpredictable weather will play an
important role in the successful and
timely completion of summer time
projects on Allendale's campus.
“We always worry about the
weather,” assistance vice president
for facilities planning, James Moyer
agreed. “Rain slows us down. Rain at
the wrong time creates problems.”
Aside from the weather, construction
ran into minor complications when
a water main break caused buildings
around North Campus Drive to
lose water supply earlier this week.
However, Matt McLogan, vice president
of public relations, confirmed that any
related issues have been resolved and

the water supply is currently operating
as normal.
Moyer said most of the disruptive
work was done prior to beginning
of classes, but the university will be
working to secure the sites over the next
few days to meet safety protocols.
The beginning of construction on
the Mary Idema Pew library is the
biggest underway, Moyer said, while
staging has already started for the pond
project, the wetlands, and the storm
water management effort. In addition,
temporary roads are being constructed
for the signal project, and preparatory
work continues on the site preparation
for the Seidman project.
He added that the project is trying
to keep things sustainable, using an
online system to manage a portion
of the documents involved with the
construction. Because of the online
system, Moyer said they have, to date,
saved 5.5 trees and decreased officeto-office shipping by 208 days, which

//

We always worry
about the weather.
Rain slows us down.
Rain at the wrong time
creates problems.n
-James Moyer
Assistant vice president for
facilities planning
they expect will only generate more
significant numbers at the completion
of the projects.
“The goal is to have all of the work,
except for the Library and Seidman
Business building in Grand Rapids,
completed by mid August so we are
again ready for the start of a new school
year,” Thimmesch said.

GVL News Editor

Grand ValleyState University
professors John Schmit and
Brian J. Bowe have both been
nominated for Michigan Emmy
Awards, which will take place
on May 14 in Detroit.
The Michigan Chapter of the
National Academy of Television
Alls & Sciences has nominated
Scjhmit, associate professor of
film and video, for an Emmy
for Best Topical Documentary
for “I^ke Invaders,” which
explores the effects of invasive
species in Lake Huron.
Though Schmit directed
the film, he said students in
his
Nature
Documentary
Production course shot the
bulk of the footage used during
trips out on research boats with
scientists in spring 2008.
Schmit said the students
received news of the nomination
with enthusiasm. Most of the
students are graduates who,
Schmit said, lost work in Jan.
when Gov. Snyder announced
the dramatic reduction of film
incentives in the state.
“So this was a bit of good
news for them in a way - even
though it’s not work,” Schmit
said. “It’s something at least lift

their spirits.”
With much of his past
documentary work linked to
environmental topics, Schmit
had a conversation with a
friend who manages the Alpena
Fisheries Research Station that
revealed the collapse of the
salmon fishery due to invasive
speeches. Quickly gaining
interest in the topic, Schmit
decided to tackle the project.
He said he wanted people to
understand both the ecological
impact and the impact on
people's lives that invasive
species can have.
“The learning curve on
this is pretty long - sometimes
it takes up to ten years to
discover that something new
has gotten it’s way into the great
lakes,” Schmit said. “So just to
understand the potential for this
problem, this dynamic -1 hope
people get that much out of it.”
Schmit said that looking back,
he is most proud of the positive
feedback from the public and
the regional PBS airtime “Lake
Invaders” has received.
“It’s very gratifying,” Schmit
said. “It’s a long process - I
started this project in 2007 so
you kind of hope that at the
end of it you’ll have something
that people want to see and
then getting the recognition

GVL / Eric Coulter
Digging in: Excavators level ground at the site on Kirkhof's west lawn.

Women out earning men at GV since 1984

GV faculty receive
nominations for films by
Michigan Emmy Awards
By Anya Zentmeyer

news@lanthorn.com

Women earn more graduate degrees than men, Census reports
By Samantha Butcher
GVL Managing Editor

SCHMIT
beyond that is even better. “
To learn more about “Lake
Invaders,”
visit
www.
Iakeinvaders.com.
Bowe, visiting assistant
professor of communications
has also been nominated for a
an Emmy in the DocumentaryHistorical category for his work
co-producing “The Death of
an Imam” alongside Michigan
State University’s Geri Alumit
Zeldes and Salah D. Hassan.
Bowe also composed the films
soundtrack. and the film has
recently received the Broadcast
Education
Association’s
Best of Festival King Family
Foundation Award.
The film, which can be
viewed in it’s entirety online
at http://www.beafestival.org/'
video/The_Death_of_an_
Imam, examines the news
reporting associated with the
2009 shooting of Imam Luqman
Ameen Abdullah in a Dearborn
warehouse.

news@lanthom rom

As graduate students crossed the stage in com
mencement ceremonies across the country this
spring, women outnumbered men for the first
time in U.S. history.
According to a US. Census report, female
graduate students in 2011 earned more degrees
than their male counterparts; however, women
have been the primary graduate degree recipients
at Grand Valley State University since 1984.
Currently, women outnumber men in graduate
programs at a ratio of two to one, with 66 percent
of the graduate degrees awarded in the 2009-2010
academic year going to female students, accord
ing to data from the Office of Institutional Analy
sis.
John Stevenson, the associate dean of Gradu
ate Studies at GVSU, said the overwhelming
numbers of women in GVSU graduate programs
can be attributed largely to the types of programs
GVSU has.
“Since our first graduate programs at GVSU
were among the disciplines of education, nurs-

GVL / Kat* Kaurkh
GIH power: Female students obtained 66 percent of
the graduate degrees awarded by GVSU in 2009-2010.

ing, and physical therapy, all professions where
the majorities of practitioners are female, we have
been in line with these trends,” he said.
Women currently outnumber men in the Col
lege of Community and Public Service, the Col
lege of Liberal Arts and Sciences, College of
Education. College of Health Professions, and
the Kirkhof College of Nursing. Only the Padnos
College of Engineering and Computing and the
Seidman College of Business are male-dominat
ed, although female enrollment in the Seidman
College has increased in recent years.
Stevenson said the university is beginning to
see the start of gender equity in traditionally fe
male-dominated fields as well. For example, the
number of male graduate students in KCON has
increased to 18 percent, compared to 5 percent in
2004.
Marlene Kowalski-Braun, director of the
Women’s Center at GVSU, said much of wom
en's success in higher education can be attributed
to Title IX, a 1972 education amendment that for
bade sex-bared discrimination in federally-funded
academic fields.
“Now, 40 years later, two generations ... girls
enter kindergarten knowing they can achieve
the highest academic degrees,” she said. “Social
change takes a long time and we are now reaping
the benefits of many feminist efforts.”
As the number of women pursuing higher
education continues, Stevenson predicted those
numbers would translate to more female profes
sors and greater pay equity. Women earned 77
cents for every dollar a man earned in 2008, ac
cording to the most recent Census data.
“Hopefully, the increasing number of women
graduate students will translate into increases in
the number of women entering faculty positions
and delivering graduate education,” he said. “As
the number of women faculty grows, equity in
salary and opportunities, as compared to those of
men, may be reached sooner.”
Graduate degree data from 2010-11 will be
available in July at wwwgvsu.edu/ia.
manaRinftedUorQ hinthorn com

Bus millage passes, Route 50 to extend to Central Station
By Anya Zentmeyer
GVL News Editor

Courtesy Photo / narprail.org
All aboard: With the passing of the bus millage, Grand Valley State University's Campus Connector will be able to extend to The Rapid's Central Station in
downtown Grand Rapids to allow students to connect past Pew Campus to businesses, train stations, restaurants, jobs, museums and the airport.
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After
Grand
Rapids
voters approved a property
tax increase for the Rapid
bus system
17,284 to 17,148 - a
close 136 votes - the Rapid
millage will spend the next
five years raising $3.7
million per year to give the
bus system a face lift.
Grand
Valley
State
University
commuter
students with reap some
of the benefits as well,
with services that will
extend Route 50’s Campus
Connector
past
Pew
Campus to the Rapid Transit
Center, said Erin Babson,
operational manager for
Pew Campus Facilities.
“This allows anyone that
lives within the six cities
served by the Rapid to take
any route in the city to the
Transit Center and make
an easy transfer directly to
the GVSU lines,” Babson
said. “It allows our students
to make the transfer out
to these six cities as well
where they can connect to
businesses, train stations,
the airport, restaurants,
jobs, museums, etc.”
Babson said to ensure
the frequency of buses is
not affect negatively, the
millage allows the addition
of two buses onto GVSU
routes, and since there is
usually an 18-month wait
for the creation of new
buses, the enhancement is
not anticipated until fall of
2012.
“It
really
improves

access to the other routes in
the system — which means
improved access to jobs,
housing, and entertainment;
throughout the metro area,”*
said
Jennifer
Kalczuk,
spokesperson
for
The
Rapid.
Kalczuk said that some
of the fixed-route service
improvements will start
in January 2010 with the
remainder implemented in
August 2012. She added
that the BRT line on
Division is still dependent
on the federal process for
implementation. She said
the other routes that serve
GVSU are operated under
The Rapid’s contract with
GVSU and will not be
affected by the millage.
Commuter student Kurt
VonEhr said he relies on
The Rapid for school, jobs
and his social life.
“With the price of gas so
high, using public transport
is saving a lot of money for
myself and others,” VonEhr
said.
A former resident of
Easttown in Grand Rapids,
VonEhr said commuting in
winter months were difficult
since The Rapid’s Route 6
only takes passengers twothirds of the way to the Pew
Campus. Now, he said, his
expects his travels to be
much easier.
“It’s too bad that we will;
have to wait a year and ahalf for the changes to takeplace,” VonEhr said.
new s@lanthorn.coni!
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Showtime just around the bend
for Grand Rapids lip dub
* Limited units available with
TV, and offered on a first
come first served basis.

By Anya Zentmeyer
GVL News Editor

(616) 895-2900
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www.copperbeechtownhomes.com
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Grand Rapids event co
ordinator Rob Bliss said
that when it comes to his
next city-wide event, the
only thing to be concerned
about is - you guessed it,
Michigan - the weather.
“Everything has been
moving smoother than any
event I have ever done,”
Bliss said about his upcom
ing Grand Rapids lip dub
event. “The only thing I’m
concerned about is weather
at this point, but even if it’s
super cloudy we’ll do it.
Persistent rain is the only
canceling factor.”
Bliss, the mastermind
behind Grand Rapids com
munity events like the an
nual zombie walks, last
summer’s giant water slide,
and thousands of paper
planes during Art Prize
is standing on the edge of
show time for his 9-minute
single shot lip dub video set
to Don McLean’s classic
song “American Pie.”
The idea behind a lip
dub, seen most recently on
Grand Valley State Uni
versity’s own campus this
past year, is more or less to
create a promotional video
that captures the essence
of its subject. And Bliss,
as usual, has hrs eye on the
city of Grand Rapids.
After murmurs of Grand

Rapids being a dying city
spread through the media
Bliss decided to embark on
a project that would capture
Grand Rapids at its best.
The lip dub will be sho
in one continuous take
braving through droves o
marching bands, pillow
fights, kayaks, concerts
Metro Cruise cars, Grant
Rapids Original Swing So
ciety swing dancers, Fiftl
Third River Bank runners
a helicopter take-off and
massive motorcades, all
without changing a scene.
Bliss said the production
totals $30,000, and he is re
lying on sponsors to make
ends meet.
The final shot is sched
uled for May 15 to begin
at 10 a.m. in the streets of
downtown Grand Rapids.
Bliss said he hopes the pro
duction will be between
5,000 and 10,000 men when
filming commences.
In the end. Bliss said he
is most excited to see the
finished product on the sil
ver screen at Celebration
Cinema. The premiere is
set for 6 p.m.. May 18, and
tickets cost $5.
“I hope they look at this
video like it has captured
the spark of excitement in
this area that we’ve all felt,
and shown it to outsiders
who may not be aware of
it,” Bliss said.

n e ws @ lan thorn .co m
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EDITORIAL CARTOON

Remember, you're an American
Kevin
VanAntwerpen
GW. Columnist

When I first heard the news about
Osama Bin Laden, I felt relieved. It was
as if, for the first time since September
11,2001, America could sit back on the
couch, put her feet up, and just breathe.
We had finally done what we set out to
do.
But as images of people celebrating in
New York and Washington D.C. flooded
the TV screen, I couldn't help but feel
a little uncomfortable. As I watched the
newscast, someone in the room said,
“They should take his body and drag it
through the streets of New York. Let the
people do what they want with it.”
That felt a little contradictory to me.
Let me explain. Osama Bin Laden
was many things. He was a terrorist, a
mass murderer, a proponent of a toxic and
destructive worldview. But as proven by
the bullet through his left eye, he was also
something we don’t like to admit - just a
human being.
And why don’t we drag the bodies of
our human enemies through the streets?
Because it’s damn wrong.
Isn’t the value of human life how we
here in America separate our good guys
from our bad guys? We’re not the ones
who flew planes into two buildings full
of innocent civilians. We don't behead
reporters from enemy countries, and we
don't drag the bodies of fallen soldiers
behind pickup trucks.

— 1.

It’s the American values and strength
of character that make us proud to be
American. It’s American to look after our
own. It’s American to protect the weak.
It’s American to respect the views of
others, even if they’re not necessarily the
viewpoints we hold to be true ourselves.
It’s not American to execute captured
soldiers, and it’s not American to treat
their bodies with disrespect.
So why should we spend the big
gest American victory in years being
un-American? Let’s not get away with
ourselves. This isn’t a high school
football victory. It’s the end of a reign of
bloodshed. While terrorism may not be
dead. I’d certainly dare the next terrorist
leader to step up.
The fact that the Obama administra
tion took the body of the nation’s most
despised man and give him a respectful
sea-burial is inspiring. If we can go to
war, do what needs to be done, but at the
end of the day remain respectful and civil
- I’d say that’s an enormous milestone for
humanity as a whole.
So yeah, it was a victory. Ten years
ago, George W. Bush promised the world
that America would have justice for the
crimes committed on September 11,
2001. Despite two administrations, two
wars (and one not-war in Libya), and ten
years of political bickering, that promise
was kept. We’ve shown the world that
when it comes to our friends and our fam
ily - you don’t mess with us.
But while we’re busy repairing the
damage Bin Laden did, let’s not forget
who we are.

GVL / Jacob Bowen

YOUR THOUGHTS

Do you think the killing of Osama bin Laden will make Barack
Obama the favorite in the 2012 elections?

kvanantnerpen @ lanthorn £om

"I believe that the
killing of Osama
bin Laden will
increase Obama's
chances of a
second term."

"1 think it's too
early to tell. But 1
definitely believe
that the murder of
Osama bin Laden
strengthened
Barack Obama's
chance of being re
elected in 2012."

"No, it does not
make Barack
Obama the
favorite. His other
work/policies and
efforts are more
reflective than this
one incident."

"For me it does
not make him
a favorite. In
society's eyes it
does, but his plans
and actions after
will make him a
favorite for me."

Jared Wolf

Vincent Panozzo

Kaitlyn Lemon

Senior
Political Science
Grand Haven, Mich.

Te'Asia Martin
Junior
Music

Arturo Garcia

Senior
Information System
Traverse City, Mich.

Junior

Senior

Advertising and

Natural Resource

Public Relations
Saginaw, Mich.

Management
Grand Haven, Mich.
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SEE BIN LADEN'S
DEAD PHOTOS
I hear ihese pics are
gruesome. Better he

No thanks.
G-Rated Version
Uncut/1 |

Muskegon, Mich.

"Yes and no.
Presesntly, this
will politically help
him, yet 2010 is
still a long way
away. There is
still plenty of time
for this issue to
be forgotten or
manipulated."

careful.
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5 final steps to freshman success

OH MAN, They weren't klddidq.
Good thing I clicked the
G-Rated version.
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chris
Slattery

lVe//...I'm satisfied!.
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Valley Vote
Do you feel more comfortable since Osama
bin Laden has been found and killed?

No: 40%

Yes: 60%

Dear Freshmen who have just
become Sophomores (or ... pos
sibly still Freshmen),
So? How was it? Was your
first year everything you wanted,
and more? Less? Are you excited
it’s summer vacation? Did the
anticipation of exams cause you to
hate all of these questions?
Yes, the school year is over, and
with this being my first column
since enjoying two weeks of free
dom, 1 wanted to check back in, as
I occasionally do, on my favorite
Grand Valley State University
first-years (apart from Delores, the
80-year-old grandmother in my
Spanish class who began taking
classes this year in between her
shifts as a Wal-Mart greeter).
This isn’t a time to get sen
timental towards the past eight
months (although sobbing hys
terically is acceptable). However,
because of everything that has
happened this year, and because I
feel like it, 1 wanted to advise you
one more time. Like a wholesale
distributor, I pass the savings on to
you!

Will Osama bin Laden's death give
President Obama a 2012 boost?

GVL OPINION POLICY ■
The ultimate goal of the Grand Valley
I .anthorn opinion page is to stimulate
discussion and action on topics of interest
to the Grand Valley Community.
! Student opinions do not reflect those of
the Grand Valley Lanthorn.
! The Grand Valley Lanthorn welcomes
Reader viewpoints arid offers three vehicles
of expression for reader opinions: letters
to the editor, guest columns and phone
responses.
• letters must include the author's name
and be accompanied by current picture
identification if dropped off in person.
Ijetters will be checked by an employee of
the Grand Valley Lanthorn.
Letters appear as space permits each

Anya
Zentemeyer
issue. The limit for letter length is one
page, single spaced.
The editor reserves the right to edit and
condense letters and columns for length
restrictions and clarity.
All letters must be typed.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn will not be
held responsible for errors that appear in
print as a result of transcribing handwritten
letters or e-mail typographic errors.
The name of the author may be withheld
for compelling reasons.
The
content,
information
and
views expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent those of the
university, its Board of Trustees, officers,
faculty and staff.

I

and ticked-off, they are especially
vicious. And I can only assume
that they like to laugh...
• Finally, be able to laugh
at yourself. Life is simultane
ously too short and too long to take
things too seriously. That project
that you flunked? Call yourself an
idiot and get over it; there noth
ing you can do about it now. Your
friend hooked up with a guy or girl
you really like? It’s not as if there
are thousands of other ones living
within close proximity of you.
Turn it into a joke.
I would say, “It’s been real, it’s
been fun,” but I must confess that
I don’t actually exist. I’m only
a figment of GVSU’s collective
imagination.
And although it pains me to say
it. Freshmen, I think we should
start seeing other people (other age
groups for me, other columnists
for you). I’ve had my eye on these
soon-to-be high school graduates
(in a totally non-creepy way), and
believe me. I’ve seen the way you
look at Andrew Justus.
Just... please don’t make a
scene. It’s for the best, you know.
Maybe I’ll see you around next
year...
Love (no longer),
Chris.

cslatter\@ lanthorn jcom

Remember, if you injure/kill a worker, it could
result in a $7,500 fine and 15 years in prison

Vote online at
Lanthorn.com

This week s question:

But, to be clear, I am not actu
ally giving you money. That’s not
how a simile works.
Sorry, no time to get distract
ed... Advice:
• Look both ways before
crossing the street. You may have
forgotten this in the years since kin
dergarten, but getting hit by a car is
what’s known as “a bad idea.”
• If you ever end up becoming
the highest-paid actor on televi
sion, don’t call your boss a bunch
of names and then quit your show.
Also, no matter how many times
you “win,” it does not make you a
warlock. You need to go to Hogwarts for training like that.
|Note: Yes, that was a Charlie
Sheen joke, and hopefully my last.]
[Additional note: I understand
that “warlocks” and “wizards”
are different things now, thanks to
researching on the Internet. Ap
parently, it is a very heated topic of
debate. However, the difference
between them and a sorcerer?
Beyond my comprehension.!
• When utilizing sarcasm/satire,
explicitly label it as such, so no one
gets confused or angry enough to
write dozens of letters to you about
what problems they have with you.
• As a follow-up, do not make
vegetarians mad. They are like hy
enas — one is relatively harmless,
maybe even adorable, but in packs

GW. News Edita

Chances are, if you are reading
this column, you are on Allendale’s
campus. If you are on Allendale’s
campus, chances are, you’ve
noticed that the men in yellow hardhats are beginning to out number
the actual students.
Construction is taking over,
Grand Valley. And not just on
GVSU’s campus, but also a major
ity of the Lanthorn s news section,
and just the entire state of Michigan
in general.
And that's nothing new. The

)

entire city Grand Rapids has slowly
been under construction since, well,
forever. New additions to the medi
cal mile spring up more often than
music videos by 13-year-old girls
on YouTube and our highways have
never-not been lined with orange
reflective barrels and utility trucks.
When our 9-month winter
finally begins to descend back into
the hell from whence it came, our
poorly paved roads thaw into a
minefield of potholes and we’re all
forced to play the brain-exploding
game of try-not-to-jack-up-yourcars-alignment until county road
commissioners trade in their salt
trucks for whatever loosely packed
gravel it is they use to fill in those
road craters.
Despite all I’ve said here, don’t

get yourselves down Grand Valley.
You’re blue skies may be eclipsed
by cranes (and not the cute bird
kind, either) but the bulk of campus
construction should be over by
August, and it might be kind of cool
to be able to say you were around
while the most inconveniently
named library ever built was still a
pit of dirt and a metal skeleton.
So try to skirt around the make
shift fences with a smile, dodge
manholes with grace, and instead
shift the focus of your dysphoria on ;
the fact that you are still on campus ;
taking classes, and it's summer
time.
In the meantime, I’ll be coping
with my depression from the Lan^*
thorn office if anyone needs me.

neH's@ lanthorn rom
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TRAINING DAY
Grand Valley State University police
officers spend an afternoon undergoing
scenario reality-based training, which
places officers in real life situations to help
teach them how to determine the level of
force needed to gain control in a variety of
different situations.

GVL / Eric Coulter
Shoot out: Two Grand Valley State University officers practice close-quarters shooting during fire arms training.

GVL / Eric Coulter
Ready, aim, fire: Officers use modified Glock pistols loaded with detergent based bullets during simulations.

—

GVL / Eric Coulter
Mase to the face: An officer uses synthetic pepper spray to stop the subject during a "mental pick-up" simulation.
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Sign a lease today and enjoy
having a pool right outside
your door!

3,9,11 month
leases still available
Rates Starting at

$285 per month

CAMPUS

VIEW
616 895 6678

www.campusviewhousing.com
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SPORTS SHORTS

Suspended.

TRACK AND FIELD

SWEEPS
GLIAC
MEET
For the first time since
2007, the Grand Valley State
University men's and wom
en's track and field teams
have swept the GLIAC Out
door Championships.
The women, who have
won 12-straight team titles,
grabbed eight first-place
finishes on the final day of
competition, en route to
274 points and the title.
Winners were senior Kayla
Valler in the 400 meter run
(55.98 seconds), freshman
Lisa Galasso in the 400 me
ter hurdles (1:02.24), junior
Lauren Buresh won the shot
put (49'11.25"), Sophomore
Sam Lockhart won the dis
cus (155'2") and the 4x400
meter relay team of Chanelle
Caldwell, Adrienne Chandler,
Aileen Lemanski and Vallar
won the title with a time of
3:46.97. Also victorious were
junior Monica Kinney in the
1,500 meter run (4:27.10)
and junior Julia Nowak in the
5,000 meter run (16:48.96) both meet records.
On the men's side, the title
was their first since 2007 and
seventh in school history.
The Lakers claimed the title
thanks to 187.5 points and
a strong team effort, high
lighted by junior Ryan Toth's
meet record in the 5,000 me
ter with a time of 14:19.31.
GBSU saw top-three finishes
in an array of events, but
were sparked by Toth, Ty
ler Emmory (14:19.18) and
Stephen Fuelling (14:22.54)
sweeping the top spots in
the 5,000 meter run.
GVSU also saw success
on the award front. Kristen
Hixon locked up the wom
en's GLIAC Freshman Field
Athlete of the Year and Lo
gan Hoffman was named
the men's GLIAC Freshman
Running Athlete of the Year.
Coach Jerry Baltes was also
named GLIAC Coach of the
Year for the 34th time in his
career in both indoor and
outdoor track and field.

Schedule
SOFTBALL
May 13
MIDWEST REGIONAL
TOURNAMENT
Game 2 - No. 4 GVSU
(38-14) vs. No. 5 Quincy
(33-16), 2:30 p.m.
BASEBALL
May 12
GVSU vs. Saginaw Valley
(Chillicothe, Ohio), 3
p.m.
May 13
GVSU vs. winner of
the Ashland/Wayne
State game, no time
scheduled.
WOMEN'S GOLF
May 11 to May 14
NCAA Division
II National
Championships - All
day from
MEN AND WOMEN'S
TRACK
May 26 to May 28:
Men and Women's Track
NCAA Championships
in Turlock, Calif.
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GVL Photo Illustration / Eric Coulter
The wrong stuff: GVSU senior defensive back Zach Breen has been suspended for five games in the upcoming season by the NCAA for use of a banned substance found in Jack3d energy supplement.

Senior Zach Breen tests positive for banned substance, suspended for 5 games
By Brady Fredericksen
GVL Sports Editor

If you are looking for the quintessen
tial student athlete at Grand Valley State
University, you won’t have to look any
further than senior football player Zach
Breen.
From consistent appearances on the
dean’s list to his Dental Admission Test
studying - at which the senior is hard at
work only a few weeks after the winter
semester has ended - Breen has shown
that the preseason All-American candi
date indeed fits the role of model student
athlete.
Unfortunately, one place you won’t
be able to find the all-conference defen
sive back this fall is the football field.
Breen was suspended by the NCAA
for testing positive for a banned sub
stance, 1, 3-Dimethylamylamine. The
substance, also known as Geranamine,
Methylhexaneamine or DMAA, pro
vides regular athletes with a post-work
out energy boost and NCAA athletes
with a season-long suspension.
Since the initial ruling, Breen’s
suspension has been shortened to five
games, but the impact it has had on the
athletic department is something unseen
in GVSU’s history.
“One of the things we’re looking

at that we need to do is to try to do the
best we can to stay on top of what the
banned substances are,” said GVSU
Athletic Director Tim Selgo. “That’s not
easy, but I think were going to have to
continue to educate student athletes bet
ter and better.”
While Breen was the first GVSU
athlete to test positive for a banned sub
stance, Selgo also hinted at looking into
possible changes in the school’s own
drug testing policy. The athletic depart
ment will now test randomly during the
year, usually once every three weeks.
“Generally, I think it’s kind of human
nature to see if there’s a way to get bet
ter,’’ said GVSU Head Athletic Trainer
Mark Stoessner. “Now, I think we’ll
have coaches telling players to make
sure that if they are going to take supple
ments to get them checked out, and they
need to understand that they’re doing so
at their own risk.”
For Breen, rationalizing what hap
pened took time. From his position as
a team leader to the suspension taking
place during his senior year, emotions
ran wild as he looked for ways adjust
and move on, he said.
‘‘I was mad when I heard the news
- and I went through the emotional ups
and downs - but I honestly didn’t know
that I did anything wrong,” said Breen,
the team’s second leading tackier last

//

I started tearing
up after I heard
the news, and
I told Coach
(Mitchell), Teach
these other kids,
and tell them to
learn from this/'

BREEN

season. “I know what the consequenc
es are, and I’m just grateful that Tim
Selgo, coach (Matt) Mitchell and Mark
(Stoessener) helped me reduce the sus
pension.”
The loss of Breen on the field for
the season’s first five games will be dif
ficult, but not a death sentence. While
Breen and Chris Huley are the only
seniors in the GVSU secondary, junior
Chad O’Shell showed improvement in
the spring and should be able to step in
and compliment Huley during Breen’s
absence.
As a leader on the field, Breen said
he looks to teach and lead his younger
teammates and, in the case of his sus
pension, use it as a teaching tool.
“I started tearing up after I heard the
news, and I told Coach on the phone,
‘Teach these other kids, and tell them
to learn front this,”’ he said. “Really,

I wanted them to make a lesson out of
me.
Breen said the supplement Jack3d,
which has been found to contain the
banned substance, has been used by
players all across the college football
landscape. He said players at Saginaw
Valley State University, Northwood
University and Central Michigan Uni
versity - where players have also been
suspended by the NCAA - have used it.
“There’s so much out there that you
can buy, especially over the counter,”
he said. ‘‘Now that I know that this one
supplement had something banned in it,
who’s to say what is good to take and
what’s not?’
Since Breen’s suspension, the team
has banned the use of all over-the-coun
ter supplements. Breen wouldn’t say
that the team-wide ban on supplements
would deter their progress on the field
this season, but he said it would have an
adverse effect on the general athletic and
physical recovery of teammates.
“A lot of these guys don‘t have the
resources to have steak meals or chicken
dinners every night after working out or
practicing,” Breen said. “Bad diets don’t
introduce those good nutrients, but I
don’t think we‘d be at a disadvantageI would say we’re just going to have to
work that much harder.”

sports®lanthorn xom

Lakers exit GLIAC Tournament early
By Brady Fredericksen
GVL Sports Editor

Despite 38 wins and one of the most
potent offenses in all of Division II dur
ing the regular-season, the Grand Valley
State University softball team could not
survive the upset bug this weekend at
the GLIAC Tournament.
The Lakers (38-14 , 23-9 GLIAC)
looked poised to make a run at the post
season conference title this weekend in
Midland, Mich., and while they defeat
ed Northwood University 2-1 on Friday,
they could not generate their usual of
fense in a 2-1 loss to Tiffin University
(39-12, 26-6 GLIAC) and a 10-inning
10-6 loss to Wayne .State University (3025-1,16-13-1 GLIAC).
“We went in knowing that we had
just come off a tough weekend against
Saginaw Valley State, so we knew we’d
have to play tough,” said sophomore
second baseman Kayliegh Bertram. “I
don’t think it really affected our confi
dence that much. We knew what we had
to do and the other teams just got the
best of us.”
Despite being one of the top of
fensive teams in the nation all season,
GVSU could not generate mns dur
ing the early part of the weekend. The
team’s top hitters - freshman Miranda
Cleary and sophomore Katie Martin went a combined 3-for-20 with only two

RBI during the tournament.
“Big hitters are going to have slumps,
so you have to hope the team will step
up,” said head coach Doug Woods.
“We had girls like Carli Raisutis, Briuana Taylor and Fmily Jones really do
a nice job this weekend, but you’d sill
like a couple more to jump in and help
out too.”
While the leakers’ bats were cold,
their pitching - which has been inconsis
tent throughout the season - showed up
in the loss to top-seeded Tiffin. Junior
Andrea Nicholson allowed only two un
earned mns and four hits in the game.
“They’ve definitely been important,”
said sophomore outfielder Emily Jones.
“You’re not always going to be able to
hit, but our pitching has stepped up and
it’s helping us to be able to win those
close games.”
While the pitching came off the
hinges in the game against Wayne, the
offense rallied, putting six mns on the
board while getting pnxluction from
Martin and Cleary. Despite that produc
tion, the offense came up short in the
closing moments of each leakers’ loss,
prompting Worxls to wonder how to get
his offense back on track.
“You could try to use all sorts of
motivational tools, but you just have to
work at it and grind it out and hopefully
that carries over into game situations,”
Woods said. “We were fortunate to be
in those close games - Andrea did a
/

GVL Archive
Swing and a mist: Fresman Miranda Cleary takes a swing at a pitch. The Lakers suffered a
10-lnning 10-6 loss to Wayne State University in the second round of the GLIAC tournament

nice job - but we are hoping to keep our
strong pitching up.”
The early departure puts the Lakers
in a tough spot. Currently sitting in the
No. 4 ranking in the region, the team
still looks primed to make it into the re
gional tournament.
“If your pitching and fielding well
»

your still in games,” Woods said. “In the
loss against Wayne that knocked us out,
that was just a case where we had a lead,
they came back and we couldn’t get it
done in the 7th, 8th or 9th innings- we
just have to hang in there ”

sporls@ lanthorn rant
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Women's tennis looks to continue winning streak in NCAA Tourney
By Brady Fredericksen
GVL Sports Editor

Dominant teams are hard to
come by. There are good ones, and
even great ones, but rarely are fans
exposed to a dominant one. However,
the Grand Valley State University
women’s tennis team is making its
case to be all of the above in this
upcoming season.
The No. 14 Lakers (32-0)
completed the program’s first
undefeated regular season with 30
wins and looked to continue their
streak for a national title Wednesday
in the NCAA Tournament’s Round
of 16 in Altamonte Springs, Fla.,
against No. 5 Hawaii Pacific (18-5).
The results were unavailable at press
time.
“Everybody is very competitive
and just having the good senior
leadership has made a great
difference,” said head coach John
Black, who is in his seventh year
at GVSU. “I have four seniors this
year, and all of them have done
an incredible job getting the team
together, getting everyone on the
same page and making us into a
team.”
That team unity is something that
has helped fuel its success throughout

the season. While the idea of going
undefeated never arose during the
season, the team’s current 31 -match
winning streak has instilled a quiet
confidence in the otherwise humble
group.
“1 think it‘s more of a surprising
thing then a confidence thing,” said
senior Darylann Trout, who plays
No. 5 singles. “When the streak
was getting into the 20s, we thought
it had to come to an end, but the
fact that it hasn't has now given us
confidence in what we have done,
but I don't think we were ever overly
confident.”
The road to the Round of 16 has
been a winding one for the Lakers.
The team has been able to sustain its
success - in both doubles and singles
- from the first half of the season in
the fall to extend their play deep into
the postseason.
“We've really worked on our
doubles, and with our depth, we
feel like we've got a good shot at
winning any match,” Black said.
“With our singles, we just have to
stay sharp and try to become better
and smarter.”
Experience has also proven to be
a key to the Lakers’ dominant play
this season. Seven of the team’s II
players are upperclassman, and with
NCAA postseason appearances in

their careers, have given the team a
boost on the court.
“It just helps us to know that
in tough matches we can pull out
wins as long as we play our best out
there,” said senior Chelsea Johnston,
the team’s No. 3 singles player. “We
had a few close matches that, just
because we've been there before, we
were able to pull out that win.”
Maybe the most satisfying win
for the Lakers this season came
in the second round of the NCAA
Tournament. Playing at home
against
conference-rival
Ferris
State University, GVSU ended the
Bulldogs season in a 5-3 victory.
“I think the one team that it feels
best to beat is Ferris,” Trout said.
“We’ve always had close matches
with them and we knew those girls
growing up, so to be able to send them
home was a really good feeling.”
Whether it is the confidence,
experience or overall success of the
season, the Lakers feel good going
into their biggest match of the season
Wednesday against Hawaii Pacific.
“This is what we've worked for
the whole season, and we finally get
to enjoy it,” Trout said. “We all play
better when we're having fun, so
we'll probably go there and play our
best tennis.”

sports® lanthorn .com

Courtesy Photo / gvsulakers.com
Pursuit of perfection: The GVSU women's tennis team will attempt to crown a thus far
perfect season with a National Championship in this year's NCAA tournament.
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Lakers end regular season on 25-game winning streak
By Greg Monahan
GVL Special Contributor

Not even Grand Valley State University head
coach Steve Lyon could fathom his baseball
team’s incredible 34-1 run through the GLIAC
regular season.
“I’m a little amazed myself that we only
lost three times all year, and then just once
in the conference,” Lyon said after his team
completed a four-game weekend sweep to
close out the conference season on a 25-game

winning streak. “It was a special regular season,
and it’s not something that you can envision
happening.”
And now, after the most dominating regular
season in GVSU baseball history, the team
heads into the postseason with a 45-3 record
and a No. 2 ranking in the national polls.
The Lakers haven't lost since April 9, and
are winners in 38 of their last 39 games.
“We have a sense of confidence when we
enter every single game that we’re going to win
that game,” said junior infielder Cory Phillips.
“It doesn’t matter if we’re down 5-0 after the

first inning, everybody in the dugout knows that
eventually we’re going to get those five runs
and that we’re going to add a little more to it.”
One of the brightest spots in a season full
of highlights has been the Lakers ability to pull
out close games. Four of the team’s last six wins
have been by one run, upping GVSU’s record
in such games to 9-0.
“Honestly, I think we played pretty even
keel, and when other teams are in those same
situations in those close game I think they’re
kind of intimidated,” said senior starting pitcher
Joe Jablonski, “There’s been a couple where
they’ve made some mistakes and kind of just
gave us the game because we didn’t freak out
and were staying confident the whole time.”
The Lakers have been able to make several
late-inning comebacks throughout the season.
GVSU is 7-2 in games where they were trailing
after the fifth inning.
“It gets back to a real good, deep pitching
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On a high note: Junior Infielder Cory Phillips rests in
between plays. The Lakers will look to postseason play
after finishing the regular season on a 25-game streak.

staff and having a lot of guys in the lineup that
enjoy getting in the batters box with the game
on the line,” he said. It hasn’t been one or two
guys, it’s been a lot of guys who have gotten
clutch hits for us.”
With the regular season over, the Lakers
now look forward to the GLIAC tournament,
which will take place in Chillicothe, Ohio this,
weekend. The four teams in the tournament
will be GVSU, Wayne State University,
Ashland University, and Saginaw Valley State
University.
The Lakers have a 10-1 record against those
teams this year, with the only loss being a 6-1
defeat against Saginaw Valley, the team’s only
conference loss of the year, on April 9.
The GLIAC tournament has a double
elimination format, which means GVSU’s.
opponents will have to beat the Lakers more
times over the weekend than the team lost in-,
conference all season long.
But Jablonski said the team is not ready to
celebrate anything yet.
“We still realize that any team can beat any
other team on any day,” said Jablonski, who
holds a 5-1 record with a 3.51 ERA on the
season. “We need to be really focused because
these are going to be the better teams in the
conference ... we need to limit our mistakes,
and we need to still play well, because nothing
is ever guaranteed in baseball.”
Lyon added that, knowing the unpredictable
nature of college baseball, his team might be
the favorite to win. but is certainly not the only
team that stands a chance.
“It wouldn’t surprise me if we got beat in
the conference tournament, but it wouldn't
surprise me if we own three straight and won
the tournament,” he said. “It could go either,
way.”
And though the team is rightful excited
about a 34-1 conference season, the leakers now
see their season as just beginning.
“We realize the regular season is important,but the postseason is much more important,”
said Jablonski. “We can’t think about whaL
we’ve done, we need to think about what we]
still need to do, because falling short of the.
World Series would be a big disappointment.”
sports@ lanthorn xom;
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Lakers tee off at National Championship Tourney

>< Women's Golf

»The Grand
Valley State
University
women's golf
team competes
in National
Championship
action at The
Meadows golf
course on
opening day. The

GVL / Eric Coulter

team finished the
day in seventh
place and will
look to climb the
leaderboards
until the
tournament's end
on May 14.

GVL / Eric Coulter

GVL / Eric Coulter

'Laker Navy'to compete in Dad Vail Regatta
Rowing team expects big results despite setbacks at home
By Emanuel Johnson
GVL Editor in Chief

The Grand Valley State University
rowing club traveled to Philadelphia
Wednesday and is currently training
for Friday’s start of the city’s annual
Aberdeen Dad Vail Regatta, the largest
collegiate regatta in the U.S.
But before the team could take off,
there were a few issues at home that
needed to be resolved. During the final
week of the Winter 2011 semester,
the club’s boathouse, situated on the
Grand River, sat island by a flood that
submerged the walkway under five feet
of water.
The water has already subsided to
normal levels, and GVSU head coach
John Bancheri said the team made a
seamless effort to secure equipment
and reduce damage to the boathouse.
Until the water subsided, the men’s and
women's teams each took turns in 12hour shifts watching the boats, making
sure none were lost to the river.
“We were able to get everything
secured to deal with the flooding - it
was seamless,” Bancheri said. “That’s
one of the things that I love a bout
Grand Valley - it’s just a school with
an entrepreneurial spirit. Stuff happens,
and we just ml led with the punches

and did what we had to do to make it
work.”
As for the actual competition,
in which the Lakers will compete
against schools and programs across
all divisions and conferences, Bancheri
said he has high expectations. The
Lakers will enter more than 70 athletes
across several different races, more
than the team has in any previous Dad
Vail Regatta.
One of the races the Lakers will most
look forward to is the Varsity Women’s
Eight in which the women’s team,
ranked No. I in the latest American
Collegiate
Rowing
Association
(ACRA) polls, is expected to make a
big impact.
“You’ve got five seniors in that
boat, a lot of experience,” Bancheri
said. “They’ve got gold medals at that
level, and they know how to go fast.
They’re prepared, and I believe they’re
capable of medaling, if not winning the
whole thing.”
On the men’s side, the Varsity
Men’s Eight was ranked No. 5 in the
most recent ACRA polls. Bancheri said
in their race, as in all of the other races
the Lakers will take part in, staying
focused on the task at hand will be key
in surviving against tough competition.
“I think the team that is the most
poised and the most relaxed is going to
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Washed out: The GV Crew boat dock has
been removed from its normal location in
the Grand River due to excessve flooding.

win, because there's going to be a lot
of pressure at this type of event,” he
said. “Our men and women aren’t just
racing against club teams - they’re also
racing against Division I scholarship
programs. We’re the only club sport at
Grand Valley that does that.”

GVL / Eric Coulter
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Remnants of disaster Cracked earth shows where the Grand River crept towards the boat house.
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Your life at Grand Valley

Alum is down with O.P.P on Spike TV
By Elijah Brumback
GVL Special Contributor

Josh Lewis likes to says he’s a
wholesome country boy, who grew
up playing sports and getting into
a little bit of what he calls “good
trouble.” The thing is, Josh Lewis
is a hustler at heart and the former
Reed-City native is currently on
the grind.
Lewis, who graduated from
Grand Valley State University in
2003, currently lives in Los Ange
les and recently finished filming
for “Repo Games,” a new reality
TV series on Spike TV on which
he co-hosts.
“I feel like god did this for me,
so it just seems like it was meant
to be,” Lewis said.
The basic premise for “Repo
Games” follows Lewis and co
host Tom DeTone as they travel
city-to-city and state-to-state re
possessing vehicles. But, to make
it interesting Lewis and DaTone
offer those who are late on their
payments a chance to win back
their car by answer five simple
trivia questions.
So far the show has filmed 20
episodes in its first season, though
Lewis could not say yet if the
show was coming back for a sec
ond.
But just as unpredictable as the
second season may be, so was the
decision to move to L.A.
Lewis said he left a comfort
able life in Madison, Wisconsin
complete with big screen TVs and
business consulting jobs that kept
his bank account fat, because he
was beginning to feel complacent.
He wanted to challenge himself
and it was time for a change.
“I got my MBA in November
of last year,” he said. “But I’m
always trying to do bigger and
better things with my life, make
more money. I needed a change,
I felt like things were just getting
to easy.”
On the encouragement of
friends, Lewis headed for Califor
nia. He worked several jobs as a
security guard and as a bouncer at
a nightclub, but his experience re
possessing cars made him a match
for a “Repo Games” casting call.
“I had a few friend out in Cali
fornia who said it was beautiful
and that I needed to come out
there,” Lewis said. “So I did, 1
took my drive driving out there
though.”

During the drive across the
country Lewis stopped to see the
sights, pit stopping at the Grand
Canyon and other attractions tak
ing time to collect his thoughts.
“I drove the whole way in
about four days,” he said. “It was
fun and it gave me time to think
about what 1 was going to do.”
Still, Lewis landed the gig on
“Repo Game”, just five months af
ter arriving in L.A. and last Thurs
day was the one-year anniversary
since he moved, which got him
thinking a little about the past.
It was back in 2003, while liv
ing in Grand Rapids, that a friend
of Lewis’ introduced him to repo
work. It was this introduction that
ultimately lead him to be shoe-in
for Repo Games.
“Sometime I think about those
late nights back when 1 first start
ed repossessing cars with my bud
dy,” Lewis said. “Sometimes they
were pretty crazy, but I wouldn’t
take back the experience. It was
fun, and now I get to be a goofball
on TV and fun.”
Aside from a few acting gigs

in television commercials for auto
dealerships and a brief stint with
the Grand Rapids Civic Theater,
Lewis’ experience with the rigors
of television production was lim
ited. Still, being a sort of modern
renaissance man of hustle, Lewis
couldn’t be more pleased with the
hectic shooting schedules and in
cessant travel.
“Out here you’re always busy,”
Lewis said. “I’ve met some great
people and I get to work with peo
ple who are really profession and
know the business.”
Executive producer of “Repo
Games” SallyAnn Salasano, who
is also responsible for the stag
geringly successful MTV show
“Jersey Shore” is the driving for
behind “Repo Games” and Lewis
couldn’t say enough about the
quality and scale of the produc
tion.
“It’s cutting edge program
ming,” he said. “I’ve always been
adventurous and this is something
I am proud to be a part of.”

arts @ lanthorn .coni

Courtesy Photo poptower.com
Spotlight: Josh Lewis (right) poses with co-host Tom DeTone for a promotional shot for
their new reality TV series called Repo Games, which will air on Spike TV.
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GV alumni awarded
Fulbright scholarships
By Samantha Butcher
GVL Managing Editor

Two Grand Valley State University
graduates have received Fulbright
scholarships to teach English abroad
during the 2011-2012 school year. A
third GVSU alum was selected as an
alternate.
Rikki Brown, a Russian studies
major, and Sean Duffie, a Spanish
secondary education and group social
studies major, will serve in English
Teaching Assistantships to Russia
and Spain, respectively.
Shaynon
Munn, who graduated GVSU in 2010
with a degree in English-secondary
education, was selected as an alternate
for an English Teaching Assistantship
in Rwanda.
This is the largest groupof Fulbright
recipients and alternates in GVSU’s
history. Munn will know whether she
will receive the assistantship by midJune.
“This is a very big deal,” said
Amanda Cuevas, director of the Office
of Fellowships. "This is a highly
esteemed, highly coveted national
scholarship. There are students
competing all across the nation, and
for all of our students to have been
selected by their host countries really
speaks very highly of the students
that we have at Grand Valley and in
particular is a huge feather in the cap
for both Sean and Rikki.”
Cuevas and the Office of
Fellowships work with Fulbright
candidates on their applications, a
process that takes the better part of
two months. Interested students must
go through the Office of Fellowships
to apply.

Before applying for the fellowship,
both Brown and Duffie spent time
in the countries they will teach in,
something Cuevas said gave them
an edge in the competition for the
prestigious grant.
“They both had very much
demonstrated good competency in the
language, but most importantly they
really have a passion for the country
and the culture, and that was quite
evident,” Cuevas said.
Brown said she is“thrilled” to return
to Russia as a Fulbright scholar.
“Through my Fulbright grant, I can
solidify the things I began at Grand
Valley, such as my Russian skills,
teaching ability, and opportunity to
be a young ambassador of the U.S.,”
Brown said in a press reldase.
The Fulbright Program, which is
sponsored by the U.S. Department
of State’s Bureau of FLducational and
Cultural Affairs, awards about 7 JS(X)
grants each year. Of those grants, 68
scholars will be positioned in Spain,
20 in Russia, and two in Rwanda.
“They really had a very good sense
of purpose. They knew w ho they were,
where they were going, and why this
was an important step for them, and I
think that’s a really important part of
[the Fulbright application! process is
getting to that place,” Cuevas said.
The
2012-2013
Fulbright
competition opened this month, with
the GVSU deadline in September.
Interested students should contact
Cuevas at cuevasamC^gvsu.edu or at
616-331-3219 for more information.

manaf(ingeditor@ lanthorn .< :om

Student rallies to bring popular television series to campus

Courtesy Photo / imageshackus
Going viral: Daniel Tosh, host of Comedy Central's television series Tosh.O is asking colleges to win him over during his College Campus Invasion competition. The winning school will play host to a live taping of a Tosh.O episode.

By Anya Zentmeyer
GVL News Editor

In an online age, viral videos are a staple
of modern comedy. Between special interest
forums and television shows, this quirky
form of entertainment is perpetuated largely
through the avenue of its counterpart, social
networking.
Grand Valley State University student
Tyler Baldwin is combining them both with
the advent of a Facebook group supporting
the student effort to “Bring Tosh.O to Grand
Valley.”
Tosh.O. the popular television series
hosted by Daniel Tosh, centers around

i

satirical comedy society, celebrities, and
other parts of popular culture - focusing on
viral videos.
In his “College Campus Invasion”
competition, Tosh is challenging college
campuses nation-wide to prove through
one-minute videos why they should be
selected to host a live taping of Tosh.O.
With more than 4,000 people “attending”
the event, which deadlines in early July,
Baldwin said most of theGVSU submissions
thus far violate content vulgarity and length
rules. Though Baldwin said when it comes
to competitions like these, he goes by the
saying “you can’t hit a home run if you
don’t swing.”
“It’s always fun to have events on

campus, and when these events involve
celebrity comedians, all those in attendance
are bound to have a good time,” Baldwin
said, referring back to the success of popular
comedian Bo Burnham's visit to GVSU.
He said his own one-minute video entry
is entirely scripted and planned out. but he
is still having trouble finding the proper
equipment to make a high-quality video.
Though some might argue GVSU dulls in
man power compared to larger universities
in the area, Baldwin views the pessimism
as fuel for a fire which will win the game.
“This is a chance for us to show all the
doubters, both within and outside of our
own community, that we have what it takes
to create something that is nothing short of

excellence,” he said.
To join the effort, search for Bring Tosh.O
to Grand Valley on Facebook, or visit http://
tosh .comedycentral .com/blog/2011/03/15/
tosh-O-college-campus-invasion/ to view
contest rules and guidelines as well as
submit a video.
Baldwin said he is hopeful that quality
over quantity will save the day for GVSU,
and said he will see his mission through.
“This contest isn’t won by quantity of
submissions, but rather by the highest
quality of a single submitted video, and we
will have the video of the highest quality,
even if I need to make sure of it personally,”
he said.

news@ lanthorn .com
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»60 facts you should know
1. Look at your zipper.
See the initials YKK? It
stands for Yoshida Kogyo
Kabushibibaisha, the world's
largest zipper manufacturer.

33 Yo-Yos were once used as
weapons in the Philippines.

2. A duck's quack doesn't
echo. No one knows why.

35 Brains are more active
sleeping than watching TV.

3.40 percent of McDonald's
profits come from the sales
of Happy Meals.

36 Blue is the favorite color
of 80 percent of Americans.

4. 315 entries in Webster's
1996 Dictionary were
misspelled.
5 On the average, 12
newborns will be given to
the wrong parents daily.
6 Chocolate kills dogs! True,
chocolate affects a dog's
heart and nervous system. A
few ounces is enough to kill
a small sized dog.
7 Ketchup was sold in the
1830's as a medicine.
8 Leonardo da Vinci could
write with one hand and
draw with the other at the
same time.
9 Because metal was scarce,
the Oscars given out during
World War II were made of
wood.
10 There are no clocks in Las
Vegas gambling casinos.
11 Leonardo da Vinci
invented scissors. Also, it
took him 10 years to paint
Mona Lisa's lips.
12 Bruce Lee was so fast
that they actually had to
slow a film down so you
could see his moves. That's
the opposite of the norm.
13 The original name for the
butterfly was "flutterby"!
14 By raising your legs
slowly and lying on your
back, you can't sink in
quicksand.
15 Mosquito repellents
don't repel. They hide
you. The spray blocks the
mosquito's sensors so they
don't know you're there.
16 Dentists recommend
that a toothbrush be kept
at least six feet away from
a toilet to avoid airborne
particles resulting from the
flush.
17 The first product to have
a bar code was Wrigley's
gum.
18 Michael Jordan makes
more money from Nike
annually than the entire
Nike factory workers in
Malaysia combined.
19 Marilyn Monroe had six
toes on one foot.
20 Adolf Hitler's mother
seriously considered having
an abortion but was talked
out of it by her doctor.
21 The three most valuable
brand names on earth:
Marlboro, Coca-Cola, and
Budweiser, in that order.
22 To escape the grip of a
crocodile's jaws, prick your
fingers into its eyeballs. It
will let you go instantly.
23 The average person falls
asleep in seven minutes.

34 Mexico City sinks abut 10
inches a year.

37 When a person shakes
their head from side to
side, he is saying "yes" in Sri
Lanka.
38 There are more chickens
than people in the world.
39 It's against the law in
Iceland to have a dog.
40 The thumbnail grows the
slowest, and the middle nail
grows the fastest.
41 There are more
telephones than people in
Washington, D.C.
42 The average four year-old
child asks over four hundred
questions a day.
43 The average person
presses the snooze button
on their alarm clock three
Times each
morning.
44 The three wealthiest
families in the world have
more assets than the
Combined wealth of the
forty-eight poorest nations.
45 The first owner of
the Marlboro cigarette
Company died of lung
cancer.
46 Intelligent people have
more zinc and copper in
their hair.
47 The world's youngest
parents were 8 and 9 and
lived in China in 1910.
48 Our eyes remain the
same size from birth
onward, but our noses and
ears Never stop growing.
49 You burn more calories
sleeping than you do
watching TV.
50 A person will die from
total lack of sleep sooner
than from starvation.
Death will occur about 10
days without sleep, while
starvation takes a Few
weeks.
51 Chewing gum while
peeling onions will keep
you from crying.
52 The Mona Lisa has no
eyebrows.
53 When the moon is
directly overhead, you
weigh slightly less.
54
Alexander Graham Bell, the
inventor of the telephone,
never telephoned His wife
or mother because they
were both deaf.
55 A psychology student
in New York rented out her
spare room to a Carpenter
in order to nag him
constantly and study his
reactions. After Weeks of
needling, he snapped and
beat her repeatedly with an
axe Leaving her mentally
retarded

24 The "pound" (#) key on
your keyboard is called an
octothorp.

56 "I am." is the shortest
complete sentence in the
English language

25 The only domestic
animal not mentioned in
the Bible is the cat.

57 Colgate faced a big
obstacle marketing
toothpaste in Spanish
speaking Countries because
Colgate translates into
the command "go hang
Yourself."

26 Rubber bands last longer
when refrigerated.
27 The average person's
left hand does 56% of the
typing.
28 Dreamt" is the only word
in the English language that
ends in"mt".
29 It's impossible to sneeze
with your eyes open.

58 Like fingerprints,
everyone's tongue print is
different.
59 "Bookkeeper" is the only
word in English language
with three consecutive
Double letters.

60

30 In Chinese, the KFC
slogan "finger lickin' good"
comes out as "eat your
fingers off*.

Right handed people live,
on average, nine years
longer than left handed
People do.

31 A cockroach can live for
10 days without a head.

Information courtesy of:

32 We shed 40 pounds of
skin a lifetime.
•♦

♦♦

http://setiathome .

berkeley.edu/forum_thread.
php?id=45930

Grand Valley Lanthorn

King Crossword
ACROSS
1 Antelope’s
playmate
5 Stinging
insect
9 Police officer
12 Leer at
13 Cake topper
14 Sapporo
sash
15 Group with a
job
17 Swab the
decks
18 Picnic
Invaders
19 Hamstrings
21 Doesn’t have
24 Staffer
25 Lotion
additive
26 Non-noble
30 Doctrine
31 Lions’ prides
32 Spy novel
org.
33 Subway
patron
35 Actress
Gilpin
36 Lhasa —
37 Burdened
38 Mold and
mildew
40 Yoked team
42 Moreover
43 Town
48 Altar
affirmative
49 Neighbor
hood
50 A Great Lake

1

2

3

22

23

4

I

12
15

21
25
30
33

36
38

39

42
48
51

10 Reed
34
Instrument
35
11 Gladys
Knight’s
37
backup
16 — and outs
DOWN
1 “What’s up, 20 Commotion 38
39
21 Secular
—?”
40
22 As well
2 Id counter
41
23 Shock
part
troops
3 Shady tree
44
24 U.S.
4 Unoriginal
45
26 Censor of
movie?
46
old Rome
5 Skater
1*)'* *'
27 Inseparable ill , ■
Katarina
47
6’ Perform- m 28 Green land
29 Reason for a
ances
tarp
7 Witness
8 Earlier bouts 31 Rodgers &
Hammerstein
9 Began

51 Angeles
preceder
52 Eye part
53 Lairs

creation
Gasoline sta
Gave a bad
review to
Romanian
money
Go belly up
Destroy
Portent
Opening
day?
Raw rock
Anger
Sardine con
tainer
“Absolutely”

STRANGE BUT TRUE
By Samantha Weaver
• It was Irish author Oscar
Wilde who made the follow
ing sage observation: "There
are only two kinds of people
who are really fascinating:
people who know absolutely
everything, and people who
know absolutely nothing.”
• The sun is one million
times the size of the earth.
• Coffee was first discov
ered around 1000 A.D. by
Arabs. At the time, it was
used strictly for medicinal
or religious purposes.
• Harper Lee’s iconic
novel “To Kill a Mocking
bird” celebrated the 50th an
niversary of its publication
last year. The film will cel
ebrate its anniversary next

year, marking 50 years since
Gregory Peck portrayed Atticus Finch, whom the Ameri
can Film Institute named the
greatest movie hero of the
20th century. Harper Lee
was so impressed with Greg
ory Peck’s performance, in
fact, that she gave the actor
her deceased father’s pocket
watch. Peck, however, lost
it.
• Before the roller coaster
was invented, some inspired
entrepreneur began build
ing deliberately undulating
tracks for cars. Early thrillseekers would pay a fee to
drive on them.
• Those who calculate
such things say that the odds
of the same number coming
out on top in eight succes

sive rolls of a six-sided die
are 1 in 1,679,616.
• Fifth-century conqueror
Attila the Hun died on his
wedding night, though it’s
unclear from the records
whether he died from inter
nal bleeding caused by too
much drinking or was mur
dered by his bride.
• If you’re like 24 per
cent of women in the United
States, you shave every day.
• In 1978, the endangered
Hawaiian bird the palila was
named as the plaintiff in a
lawsuit. In Palila v. Hawaii
Department of Land and
Natural Resources, the bird
won.
***

Thought for the Day:
“The saying ‘Getting there

is half the fun’ became obso
lete with the advent of com
mercial airlines.” — Henry J.
Tillman
(c) 2011 King Features
Synd., Inc.
S N 3 a
3 1 d 3
A 1 1 N
N
N 3 a V
1 d 3 d
V 1 0
u 3 N O
3 a
s 1 ft V
d O ft
1 e o
d 0 3
su;ui

1
n
i
3
S

ft

s

N 3 V
V 3 d V
ft ft o 3
X O
1
o S
d 3 1 n
3 N V ft
ft O 3
V
s
S il N
3 1 i 1
3 3 1 1

1
3
3
d
d S V /v\

S
o
a
9 N
d V

O
a
N
h

3
1
V
3

ft ft 0
ft s

3
1
3 o 3 V
X ) V 3
V
ft ft o 3
3 3 9 O
■M 3 3 a

iz :ew;) uoqnios
SJ3MSUY

- piQMSSOJQ

—

B6

N

GIUNI) VAIJ.EY
Grand Valley Lanthorri
Thursday, May 12,2011

EWS

mm HMj

New director of entrepreneurship
center encourages students to 'take a shot'
By Marc Maycroft
GVL Intern

If you ask J. Kevin
McCurren, he would tell
you every business - big
or small - starts with an
idea and a blank piece of
paper. And as the Grand
Valley State University’s
new director of the center
for entrepreneurship and
innovation at the Seidman
College of business, he
would know.
McCurren, a seasoned
business professional with
over 25 years of experience,
takes the reins of the
entrepreneurial
program
from Linda Chamberlain.
He has been in several fields
as an investor, CEO and
vice president of various
corporations throughout the
Midwest. He has over 15
years of experience in start
up companies, a skill he
believes will help him in his
new position.
“I tell my students that
you always have to take a
shot,” he said.
A
product
of
the
University of MissouriColumbia, McCurren holds
a bachelor’s degree in
psychology and a master’s
degree in science and
public health. Several of the
businesses that McCurren
has been involved in are
medical
or
biomedical
companies.
McCurren
came
to
Michigan when his wife
Cynthia was given the
position as dean of the
Kirkhof Center’s nursing
program at GVSU in 2008.
Since then, he has been
active in the community,
serving on staff for several
companies, including on the
board for the Great Grand
Rapids Bicycling Coalition.
His extensive knowledge
of building a business from
the ground up places him
in a position to positively
influence the ideas of GVSU
students.
In the U.S., more than
600,000 small businesses
are opened every year. Of

those, more than 500,000
will close according to
the U.S. Small Business
Association. While many
closings can be contributed
to the waning economic
situation in the country,
McCurren suggested that a
good idea can overcome the
market.
“This is a nontraditional
role in teaching,” McCurren
said. “The city has taken
initiative to say that small
business is important to us
and we need small businesses
to open in our community,
whether that be from Grand
Valley or elsewhere.”
McCurren said so far,
the best thing about his
job has been working with
the students. He said that
there are several very good
ideas that students have
communicated to him in his
short time at GVSU.
The
director
of
entrepreneurship
is
responsible for overseeing
the entrepreneurial program
at GVSU. The program
helps to develop the ideas
and business models for
both profit and non-profit
ventures.
Students
are
encouraged to develop and
maintain business models.
Some of the primary
functions of the director
position
are
to
teach
students how to develop an
idea, search for and acquire
funding and to turn a profit
in business.
With
experience
in
all three, McCurren was
involved
in
the
start
up
of
Regenasight,
a
biotechnology corporation
that was able to acquire
$3.5 million in funding and
developed an agreement with
a Japanese manufacturing
corporation.
In the profit industry,
Celsus Inc., an allergy,
asthma and primary care
company, revenue increased
from $11 million to $40
million while McCurren
served as its vice president.
Also, he helped to facilitate
a merger with Vivra Inc.
“The
best
way
to
describe my position is

MCCURREN
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The best way
to describe my
position is that
I have one foot
in the academic
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and one foot
in the commu
nity."
- Kevin McCurren
Director of the Center
for Entrepreneurship
and Innovation

that I have one foot in the
academic and one foot in
the community,” McCurren
said. “We work together to
create an environment to
foster ideas.”
McCurren
said
that
the program at GVSU
serves more than the forprofit industries. Several
models, he said, have
been implemented in non
profit organizations across
the
country,
including
some
that
McCurren
helped get off the ground.
“It’s important to note
that GVSU has been very
supportive in the community
and in developing the next
generation
of
business
leaders,” he said.
nmmycroft @ lan thorn .com
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